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10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 


Metallic silver color. Round silver 
object was observed over the battle line. 
Was observed to change speed and hover. 
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GENCE INFORMATION REPORT + 


17 October 1952 


1. . Object wae first sighted against clowi bank. It was approximately 
twenty-five (25) feet in diameter, silver in color, ami had no visable aerodynamic 
features. It was completely circular in shape. There was no visible source or 
evidence of power, When first sighted, object nas traveling two-hundred (200) MPH, 
After stopping for approximately one (1) second, it accelerated to great speed 
approximately eight-hundred (€00) MPH. Object made no sound during sighting. 


2. Object was under observation for approximately three (3) minutes. 
Sighting was made fron 06501 to approximately 06531. 


3, Observation was visual, air to air, object was observed from a T+6 type 
aircraft flying at six thousand two hundred (6200) feet indicated, one hundred 
forty (140) MPH, heading due West. There were no optical devices used. Instructor 
pilot wore "issued" sun glasses. wv 4 


4e Object was over DT 222417 at time of sighting. Object was Northwest of 
observer at approximately six-thousand (6000) feet and was approximately three (3) 
to four (4) miles away at first sighting. 


5. Instructor pilot (1st Lt. William H, Hooper) has eighty (80) combat 
missions. Pilot (let Lt, Thomas A, O'Neill) has twenty-five (25) combat missions. 


6, Weather was four tenths (4/10) at six-thousand (6000) Visibility air to 
air, ten (10) miles. Wind condition was unknown. 


7. Observation was made soon after sun rise. 


9. When object was sighted, piJot lowered right wing for better observation of 
object. Object stopped for approximately one (1) second, then proceeded with - | 
increaping acceleration away from observer in East North East direction toward the 
coast. : 


»/t/FRANCIS C. HANEY 
Major, USAF 
Intelligence Off. 
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; EVALUATION 


_ 20 Uctober 1 16 October 1952 Ck 
24 Li Janes ©. Power | AlA9th Tac Von Squadron 
REFERENCES (Conirol numser, direeiive, previous report, die. aa applicable) === as ae 


Ti 52-124 dated 21 June 1952, Det 1, 6004th A1SS, AP Letter 200-5 dated 29 Apr 52 


‘SUMMARY: (ater soncim rammary of report, Olee significance in final one-amndence paragraph. Liat inclorures at lower left. Regin text of report om AF Form 118—Port 11) 


This revort contains information concerning an 
unidentified aerial object signted in the vicinity of UT! con= 
rdinates Ti 221413. 
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Det 1, 6004th A138, APO 970 52-276 


On 16 and 17 October 1952, 1st Lt 4iliiam H, Hooper and lst Lt thoms 4. 
O'Niel1 of the 6149th Tac Yon %2., 4147th Tactical Control Croup at K=47 were 
interviewed with regard to the sighting of‘an unidentified flying object. 


On the morning of 16 October 1952, Lt Hooper, instructor Pilot and Lt Oiell, 
Tilot, were flying a combat mission in a T=6 aircraft over the eastern sector of 
the main line of resistance. “t 06501, Lt Hooper was flyins the aircraft on‘a 
magnetic heading of 280 de-rees, 140 miles per hour-indicated air speec, 6,300 
feet indicated altitude. Lt O'iell was checking she 1 for activity when he 
observed what he thought was a strange aircraft at 6,000 feet altitude, traveling 
approximately 200 mph and heading in an easterly direction, ‘hen he first 
ovserved the object it was at approximately UT¥ coordinates DI221,13 and the T-6 
_ Was at 57312362. The object was 15 degrees to the right of his course traveling 
on a magmetic heading of 100 degrees, 


Lt O'M4ell calle? the object to the attention of Lt ioover who did «ot 
observed it until the aircraft and the object came paralled, ile then saw it at 
the 3 o'clock position, lt O'Miell stated that as te was callin~ off the relative 
positions of the object for Lt Honpers; (who was attempting to pick it up) the 
obfect appeared to be decelerating. 5y tha time Lt Hooper observed at, the 
obtact had apparently ceased to move and was hoveriny over MT2942. Toth observers 
report the fact that the object ceased moverent, ‘ut Jiffer as to the length of 
time of the hovering, - Lt Yooper astimtes the time 24 1° seconds while Lt O'Niell 
reports the time to be anproxcimately 1 to 2 seconds, 


Lt “ooper dipred the right wine of the aircraft for a better observation of 
the object. It hegan to move, accelerating in an castenorth sacterly direction 
and disappeared from sight in the haze as the T-4 came about in a 120 desree, 
the speed of the objact at this time was estimated b7 Doth observers to be 
accrocimately 800 mph. Lt Hoorer bases his estination upon the time elapsed in 
it's covering arproxinately 15,000 meters. 


Li O'Niell stated that at first he thought the ohject was a jat or liasion 
type aiceraft, Lut upon further observation it did not appear to have any 2ero= 
dynamic features. oth observers concurred in the statement that the object was 
pretectly circular in shape and metalic silver in color with no protrusicns of 
any type. oth observers stated that the object did not appear to have any 
visable means ov ip neat and no vapor trails or smoxe were anparent. The 

ize was 25 feet in diameter, by comperison with the 37 foot winz span 
4 aireraft at the same distanes. lo sound from the teak wag auiiole at 


Sect vas under observation for approximately three minutss fron OA50T, 
nih = OMiell observing it for the full perict of tinue, Lt O'Miell 
his epservatioens with the naked eye, descriie © obtect us clowins 

Lichtly while Lt -ooper, wo wore “overnuent I : oe 1 not obse ve 
aaylhing other than that it looked justi like 


Tie nearest. observation waa mad? at a distence of 3 


- 


“oa obfect was seen against three backoPounds, clots a 
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Det 1, 6004th AISS, APO 970 522% 


hills at the hoverin= position, and sky a3 it traveled away, and seemed constant 
as to size, shape and color to both observers. 


The pilots stated that at no time during their observation did the object 
increase or decrease in altitude. 


‘The weather conditions at the tine was 4/10 covered at 4,000 feet with bases 
at 4,590 teet. Visibility, air to air was 10 miles, air to ground 5 miles, wind 
velocity and direction was unknown. The sun was to the rear of the T-6 as the 
observation was made until the aircraft made a right turn near the end of tha 
observation, when the object was moving sway from the observers in an east north 
easterly direction, dissapnearing from sight. 

COMINTS OF 

1. Yoth vilots are in their thirties and seemed level headed 2rd reliable, 
They resorted tie incident and reacted to the interview with no apnarent nervous- 
nes3 or axcitement. ‘They were quite cartain in their descriptions and cave a 
frea: deal of detail. (lueir reporting of the incident was very factual). Lr 
Hooper had com-leted 27 missions and Lt O'Niell had completed 25 missions and it 
is considered that their judgement in estimating distance and dimensions seems 
excellent, «11 their estimates of dimensions, speed ard ‘istance were siven by 
comparison to sone know factor, for example the sreed of their own aircraft ss 
compared to jets and 51's that thez have worked with. ‘They hav no predeter= 
mined opinion as to whe: their observation might have been, althouzh they inmed- 
iately discounted the possibility of its being a weather balloon because of its 
soli? metalic apnearance and prefectly circular shape. 


2, teference is made to Intallizence Heport 52-12!, dated 24 June 1952, Det 
Fl, 600kth Air Intelligence -ervice Squadron. ‘his report contains information 
concerning the sighting of a large eneny captive balloon located in the zrid | 
Sauaye DT12hL in the ares of hill 1290, This balloon, anchered by cable, has 
been sighted several times, during daylight and in dar'mess by means of a 
Jight sometimes suspended from it. It has been srotted as far away from its tie 
dom neint ab 0T20,398% by ground observers, Cn 7 June 1952, at approximately 
21201, a light was observe" by a representative of this unit for a period of one 
hour and five minutes in the DT1@h4 area. “ friendly ground observation post 
observed a Lares halloon being raised and lowsred by means of a cable at this 
point on 3 Sune 1952 at WAL5T. The balloon has been ouserved to move horizontally 
very rapici7, in some cases it has been ‘escr‘bed as >eine seg shaped, in others 
*esertbed as round. ‘lhe ballocr has been observed at altitudes of 
13,000 feet. 


+ o> the reported position of this captive balloon is acprox- 
imately 4,505 meters and at a bearing of 223 degrees fron the position of tha 
sighting 31a r--orted by the “ource. ‘his places the cboorver the object and 
the tie iown -eint of the balloon in almost a direct ae of as the wind was 
from 250 degrees at 20-25 imots per hour, it ts possi 18 obisct aichted 
by th-se pirote vas this enntive dalleon bein’ se3 aS véisinn, tlowlag in 
a sou.h easterly direction. This movement o r Le? oatention, eine wlown ! 
by the prevailiry wind could be mistaken for an ovject travel bie in an south 
easterly direction. The odject appeared to stop and hover over DT294AL22. 4 
enange of wind direction or anair pocket could have caused this reaction, 
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PA x: H, COMMING 


Captain, * Ussr 
Commanding 


D/I F2A¥ Comment: 


1. Aidrbdorne orientation of a small airborne object in reference to 
a@ maneuvering aircraft 1s extremely difficult, particularly when the aircraft 
is very near to the object, Since the reference points would normally be 
points on the gronnd near the line-of-sight to the object, a nearby object 
would appear to be moving rapidly; and if hovering, 1t would appear to be 
noving in a direction opposite to the relative motion of the observing 
aireraft, 


2. Since enemy balloons are known tohave been used in this vicinity, 
this observation was probably of the same location reported in IR=52=124, 
Det #21, 6004th AISS, dated 24 June 1952. 


Ue Sona. f, bn 


BANFILL 
4 Sew General, USAF 
Deputy for Intelligence 
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STATEMENT 17 October 1952 


On 16 October 1952 at approximately 06501, the weather conditions were four | 
tenths (4/10) at sixty-five hundred (6500) and ten (10) miles visibility, We had 

just finisned checking in with Zimmerman Control and were told to go to Early Bird 
Control. The route of travsl was to take us over the Punch Bowl. After completing 
a turn im Grid Square DT 3136, I being in the back seat, started to check the iz 
for activity, While in-the same Grid Square, I observed what appeared to be an 
aireraft flying along the MLR on an Basterly heading. I remerked to lst Lt. Hooper 
that there was a strange aircraft traveling along the WIR at six-thousand (6000) 
feet indicated. At this time werwere approximately sixty-three hundred (6300) feet 
indicated, The observation of the object was first observed in Grid Square, DT 
2241, against a cloud background. 


I called tha attention of the object to lst Lt. Hooper for his observation. 
The first time I noticed the object, it was 1230 from us. I continued to clock 
the object and called at 1 and 2 o'clock, Thistime we both had the object under 
observetion. At first sighting, I approximated the speed to be 200 MPH. Then 
object was approximately 2 o'clock from us, it started to slow down. At that time 
there was no background but the darkness of the hills. The object hovered and we 
dipped the right wing to observe. The object was 25 feet in diameter and silver 
in color, and seemed to glow. The object was hovering at the time. Object then 
changed path of flight to the East by Northeast heading, accelerating to a speed of 
approximately 800 MPH. We turned the aircraft to keep the object under observation. 
The object flew out to sea out of our sight. The closest observation was 
approximately 3 miles from ua. I was observing it with the naked eye, while the 
other pilot was wearing Air Fores issued sun glasses. Object hovered in Grid 
Square, DT 2942. : 


o/t/THOMAS A. O*NRILL 
let Lt,, USAF 
6149th Tac. Con, Sqo 
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17 October \ ec aeg 
‘ On-16 October: vi952 while “Ge the tO of the: Punch ‘Ron, DT 2842 at 06521, 
while om a.heading of: 280: degrees, .I observed an unidentified object approxiaately : 
three: (3) miles North: Northeast of, my position, traveling on an Easterly heading 
“ end .slowing.ddéwn, . Spherical shaped, appearing silver in color and about. twenty-five 
-..€25)- feet in diameter. / When first observed, I dropped the right wing to get « 
jtter view of the object..’:At this time the object. was. observed to stop and hover, 
‘Object aiterted moving in an East North Easterly direction, accelerating to what 
2% eatimated to be-about 600 miles per hour, ds the object started moving, I turned: 
toward 2t,<" Object’s speed was estimated at 600 MPH as } it covered are 
"15,000 | meters in such short of Stee. “ah - 8 a? 


Ah nt es we 


‘ atthe time of ‘the “chservetion, wes seit Air Force issued sun glasses 
and: pilot.in.the-rear cockpit was observing it with the naked eye.. Object. 
"- -appeared to have the same color and sbape as-8 ball bearing. The sun was-at my 
back and when I first observed the object it was outlisied against a pietiaing of” 


bills. My altitude was 6300 feet indicated and the object was at approximately 
6,000 feet indicated. I first observed-the object in the vicinity of DT 285425. 
¥ observed the object until it was in the vicinity of the-coastline at which. time 
it faded. fra sight due to early morning hase over the ocean, . ot 


From or beading, the object was observed at the following clock positions, ° 
*, la 2 and 3 ofolock. At 3 o'clock; the object was outlined against a background of 
+ hillsseI observed the ieee for about 15 seconds at-the hovering position. 


3 os 


s/t/WILLIAM H; HOOPER 
lst Lt., USaF 
Beecder Tac. Gone sa. 
se 


NOTE: THIS COCUMEN F CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THESSPIONAGE ACT, DU S.C— 
BLAND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF !TS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN H)NAUTHORITED PERSON 1S PROWIBITED ey Law. 
IT MAY NOT 6& REPRODUCED ([N WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN cteh. STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF 
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. . 


. 


